
BCVA Masterclass: Cow Comfort 
and Housing Assessment and 
Design 
20th March & 17th April 2026

A 2 part online CPD workshop

 and education
BCVA representation



Day One: 20th March 13:00 – 18:00. 
Day Two: 17th April 13:00 – 18:00.

Limited to a maximum of 10 delegates, this online course will focus on cow 
comfort and building design. Using a facilitated and interactive workshop 
format participants will learn about how to maximise cow comfort and to both 
assess and design adult dairy cow housing across a range of systems. There 
will also be a focus on the importance of ventilation and how this can be 
optimised. 

The course will be split over two afternoon sessions and there will be an 
assignment after the first session to help consolidate the information and ideas 
discussed during the workshop.

BCVA Masterclass CPD is aimed at experienced clinicians wishing to gain 
greater insights from class-leading research which can be applied on farm 
and in their work. Previous Masterclasses have proved very popular, so early 
booking is advised.

About the Speaker
Nigel B. Cook BSc BVSc Cert. CHP DBR MRCVS

Nigel Cook is a Professor in the Food Animal Production 
Medicine section of the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
School of Veterinary Medicine. He qualified as a 
veterinarian in 1992 and worked in a large food animal 
clinic in Southern England for four years before moving 
to the Royal Veterinary College, Hertfordshire, where 
he spent three years as lecturer and head of the Large 
Animal Ambulatory Clinic. Since 1999 he has been in 
Wisconsin, teaching veterinary students, performing 
research and developing outreach to improve dairy cattle 
wellbeing. His particular interests include lameness 
prevention, cow comfort and improving facility design. He 
developed The Dairyland Initiative – a resource to drive 
the creation of welfare friendly cattle housing in 2010. He 
is currently Chair of the Department of Medical Sciences, 

Past President of the American Association of Bovine Practitioners and was awarded the 
WVMA Veterinarian of the Year in 2019, and AABP Award of Excellence in 2021.



Programme

Day 1: Basics of cow comfort, transition cow barn design 
and freestall assessment

13:00	 Zoom room will open to check connections etc
13:30	 Introductions. Maximising cow comfort
14:00	 Quiz
14.15	 Housing the transition cow part 1
15:00	 Break
15:15	 Housing the transition cow part 2
16:00	 Complete transition barn design assignment with discussion
16:45	 Break
17:00	 Assessing Freestalls (Cubicles)
17:55	 Freestall assignment – for completion before next seminar.		
	 Answers will be delivered remotely before Day 2
18:00	 Finish

Day 2: Ventilation and Automatic Milking System (AMS) 
design

13:00	 Zoom room will open to check connections etc
13:30	 Ventilation options
14:30	 Introduce ventilation problem assignment
15:00	 Break
15:15	 Ventilation optimisation
16:00	 Discuss ventilation assignment
16:30	 Break
16:45	 AMS design priorities
17:45	 Discussion
18:00	 Finish



Registration Form
Cow Comfort  Masterclass (March/April 2026) - Limited to 10 delegates 

Name:

Practice:

Address for notes to be sent to:

Tel: Fax:

Email that you will use on the day:

Please tick

£Total

Method of Payment - Please send completed forms with remitance (in £ sterling) preferably by BACS to: 
BCVA, Unit 17, The Glenmore Centre, Waterwells Business Park, Quedgeley, Glos, GL2 2AP. Tel: 01452 
725735, e-mail: office@cattlevet.co.uk

Details for Payment by BACS - Account name: BCVA Ltd  
Sort code: 20-33-83,   Account number: 13495434 (Please send a remitance advice slip)

Payment by Credit Card (We do not accept American Express)

Credit Card: ………..............…......…………………………….…………………………….............

Issue No: .....…………..     Expiry date: ..…........../.…............     Start date: .…….…../………….

CSC (Card Security Code): ……………………..… (last 3 digits on signature strip) 

House Number/Name and Postcode of address where card is registered: ......................................................

Cheques should be made payable to BCVA Ltd

Refund Policy for CPD bookings
Cancellations - Please note a cancellation fee will be charged as follows:

•	 Cancellation made at least 14 days before the event - no charge
•	 Cancellation made between 7-14 days of the event - 20% of the event fee charged
•	 Cancellation made within 7 days - event charged in full.

Transfers - Transfers can be accepted without charge if made at least 14 days before the event. Transfers made at least 7 days before 
the event attract a 10% charge and within the 7 day period before the event, a 30% charge will be made.

BCVA Member registration (inc VAT) £426

Non BCVA Member registration (inc VAT)* £549

I would like to make a donation to Ripple Effect £

*Would you like to receive future CPD information from BCVA? 	 YES		  NO

Your name will be added to a Delegates List which will be distributed to other delegates on this course. 
Please tick here if you do NOT wish to be added to this list.  

Our privacy statement can be found at https://www.bcva.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-terms


