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Subject: Urgent action required over notifiable diseases
Dear [MP’s Name],
I am writing as a farm vet working with livestock producers in [your area] to raise urgent concerns about current restrictions on diagnostic investigations where Bluetongue (BTV) is suspected.
High-containment laboratory requirements are limiting access to full diagnostic testing, particularly in cases of ruminant abortion and other serious conditions. This is putting animal welfare at risk, increasing economic losses for farmers, and potentially delaying the identification of other important diseases.
With lambing and calving underway, timely investigation of disease is critical. Current arrangements discourage full diagnostic workups and place vets and farmers in an impossible position between reporting BTV and securing proper diagnosis.
While BTV is economically significant, it does not pose a risk to human health. Systems must be put in place to allow rapid exclusion of BTV alongside wider laboratory testing.
My professional association – the British Cattle Veterinary Association - is lobbying on our behalf and I urge you to raise this issue with DEFRA and the Health and Safety Executive and press for urgent action to improve access to diagnostics.
Thank you for your time and support.
Kind regards,
[Your Name]
[Your Role/Practice]
[Your Postcode]

